
MA38XlESil-rY IOURNAI
Thursday, May 4,2006 120th Year - Number 18 6 Sections - 50 Pages Published in Sheltor; Washington 60 c

PUMPING WATER into the liquid sand as they dig up g-eoduc-ks are

'Dirty rlobs" host Mike Rowe, left, and Brian Phipps' geoduck divisron

-"r,n"e." 
i"" iaylor Shellffsh Fanins. A oamera crew records the action

f"t ff.pi""-At 6f the show which will air on the Discovery Channel'

Discovery Channel films
'Dirty Job' of geoducking
ByREBECCAWELLS

Watch out, Hollywood. Mason
County's headed to national tele'
vision. What has drawn the cam-
era crews to this corner of West-
ern Washington? Seafood. No' not
OysterFest, geoduck harvesting.

Mike Rowe. host of the Discov-
erv Channel's show "DirtY Jobs"'
relently'paid a visit to TaYIor
Shellfish Farms, where he followed
the whole process of harvesting
geoduck. From seeing how theY
ipawn in the hatchery to seeding
tle buby bivalves and then dig-
sine the extra-large creatures uP
Foi chest-deep mud during low
tides, Rowe captured the essence
of this very muckY work.

He even jumped in and worked

beside the employees as an "aP-
nrentice." which he does in every
Lpisode of the show. Shooting took
place in late March and the Pro-
sram is tentativelY exPected to
ait .fUy f f , said Bill DeweY, who
works on project develoPment and
public affairs for Taylor Shellfish.
the show has not Yet scheduled
when it will air the segm.ent on
mussel harvesting.

Dewev. who doesrt't have ca-
ble TV. said he had never heard
of the Discovery Channel show
"Dirty Jobs" until just a few
months ago. Ironically, the first
time he heard about it was when
a friend recommended contact-
ing t,l:e producers and swgesting
they feature his comPanY, since

shellfish farming can be a very
, dirty job.

A WEEK I"ATER' he received
a phone call out of the blue from
di"ty Job*" producers, asking if
Taylor Shellfish would be interest-
ed in being on the show. "I was ex-
cited," Dewey said. "It was a great I
opportunity."

He said he had to chuckle l
at the coincidental timing. As l
it turns out, the Producers had '

heard about TaYlor Shellfish
while they were researching a seg-
ment on horseclams in Oregon.
That's when theY heard about
eeoduck. a larger and more visu-
-ally arresting shellfish in the clam

(Please turrr to Page 9.)



DARE TO take a gulp? Taylor Shellfish Farms employee
Jumroon lYrongmuang shows "Dirty .Iobs" host Mike
Rowe how to slurp down a raw mussel.

TV digs for dirt
(Continued fton page 1)

family, and they also discovered
that Taylor Shellfish produces
tnem.

Though the crew had originally
been interested in geoducks in the
waters offMason County, they also
shot segments of mussel harvest-
ing and oyster shucking for three
different segments which could
potentially appear on as many as
three different shows, Dewey ex-
plained.

After watching the geoduck
harvest, the crew followed the del-
icacy to its final destination: the
kitchen of Xnh's Clam & Oyster
House in downtown Shelton. Geo-
duck is offered on the menu and
Xinh Dwelley, a retired champion
oyster shucker who is chef and
manager of the restaurant, hap-
pens to also be a fan of the show.
'Xinh freaked out. She thought
that was way cool," Dewey said.
The Taylor corporation also owns
the restaurant.

DEIVEY accompanied the show
crew throughout both days of
shooting and enjoyed Rowe's sense
of humor. He said he laughed so
hard at the host's altics and one-
liners, his stomach hurt for a few
days afterward.

This is not Rowe's first gig as a
host on a Discovery Channel pro-
gram. He previously hosted "Dead-
liest Catch" and "Egypt Week
Live!" on the chanrrel as well as
several shows for other networks
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mercials. Believe it or not, he also
used to perform as a professional
opera singer.

According to what Dave Bar-
sky, one of the shoy/s producers
told him, Dewey said, the show
hasn't completed its ffrst contract
yet, but has already accepted a
new contract to air 30 more shows,
or 90 different segments.

Dewey heard from Barsky that
these days "Dirty Jobs" is the
highest-rated show on the Discov-
ery Channel. "It s really exciting,"
Dewey said.

As soon as employees at Taylor
Shellfish found out the company
was going to be on television, dif-
ferent crews began weighing in on
the question of whose job was the
dirtiest. Tune in to find out-


