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Ready for some shellfish?
BoW - While the advent of the fall football
season signals an end to many of the area's
favorite crops, those who love shellfish can
tind it deliciously available all year around just
around the bend on Chuckanut Drive at the
Taylor Shellfish Farm. Recently featured on
the Discovery Channel's ever-popular show
"Dirly Jobs" and leted in the national press as
having the best oysters in the country, the re-
tail store is open every day to lucky local resF
denls. Fot norc on yoat lav0 te livalves,
see p. 8.
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It's be€n a local icon for many
years, but most people loow little
about the Taylor Shellfish Farm
localed along Chuckanut Drive
just south of ttrc Whatcordskagit
border in Bow. It was frIst actively
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The farm-has about 20 employ- gravel forclams. This gives the seed ate. Taylor shellfish spends a great
ees_and produces a large variety of something to attach itself to, and in deal of effort in eclucating the iocat
shellfish' spread out over its 1800 the case of the oyster shell it gives population on what they-can do to
acres of tideland. The assorhent the oyster se€d a host ftom which help.
of s.hellfish includes Manila clams, rhey can start forming their she[. fhe main sources of pollutants
Pacific oysters, EasJem oysters, oyster se€d starti out in hold- are upstream water roo-off, eithe.
Ku'oamoto oyste$, Euopean flat ing tanks ou the shorc on a bag of from 

- 
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oyste$ and geoduck claDf,. There shells. After a few months, when ing production along the samish
is also a retail store on the loca- the seed has gromto about the size Rivei. aoodrer probi;m thev face
tion f:r people to get th€ fteshest of a fagernail, the bags are niov'd comes from sto; draio 
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shetfish available. Before Taylor !o the bay and spread out over the old sqrtic systems that may faii or
Shellfish took over the compauy, beds. There are usually about 40 leak.
the only shellfish raised there were oysters per bag. From this point it ..It,s a challenge for us in all of
Pa|ific.9Y-sters for shucking. takes apFoximately three io four ourgrowingarea{ sanishincluded.
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vides aboui $r.r 0ne of the most imoortant diJf iculties that the farm faces ties in Edison aDd
Blanchard to get
their septic sys-
tems fixed," said
Bill Dewey, who
handles media
relations for the

l-'{i5 Cqrroll
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awareness of water quality issues,"
said Bill Taylor, president of the
company.

The company's seed sales
thoughout their locations provide
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seed for local and hobby shellfish
farmers, giving the company the
opportunity to reach even more
people with their education.

Despite their efforts, the southern
area of the bay is sometimes in dan-
ger of being listed as Fohibited for
shellfishing. Within this past we€lg
the area was declared open, after a
summerof on-again, off-again.

If you'le interested in leaming
more about Taylor Shellfish Farms,
seed sales, or just wanl to pick up
some of the freshest shelltrsh avail-
able, you can contact the farm at
360-766-6002, or visit their store on
Chuckanut Drive next to the Oyster
Creek Inn. Tous of the location are
also available. iWl

The geoduck (gooey-duck) clan is the
laryest burrowing clan in the wo d
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worked as a shellfish falm stafi-
ing in the 1880s by Japanese im-
migauts..The farm was sold to the
Steele family in 1921 , and then sold
to Taylor Shellfish Co. in 1991.

as it's referred to in the industry.
The seed for Taylor Shellfish are
ptg-d!9_ed at halchedes at other 10-
canons.

The seed is so small that 10 mil-
lion oyster seed can fit in a typical
cottage cheese container

The process for raising the seed
to adult sheUfish varies slighdy
from species to species, but for the
most part it involves spreading the
seed on incoming tides, along a
bed of tragged oyster shells, or pea

is cleanliness of thO water: without a clean bav their
{acility cannot operate

years for the shellfish to reach ma-
turity, depending on the size of the
shellfish desired.

The shellfish produced at the farm
are shipp€d throughout the country
and the world. The geoduck clams
in pi{ticular are a fivorite in Japan
and other Asian couotries.

One of the most imponant dif-
ficulties that the farm faces is
cleanliness of tlrc wateri without a
clean bay their facility cannot oper-

iompany and was the former site
manager at their Samish location.

Another way the company helps
promote clean waters is through
their seed sales and through events
like the Samish Bay Bivalve Bash,
featuring the Low Tide Mud Run,
wherg contestants get to compele in
a 250-yard dash through the mud at
low tide. The next Bivalve Bash is
scheduled for July 14 of next year.

'"The idea is to have some sum-
mer fun on the beach while raisins

million in revenue
for all the compa-
nies located therc.

All the shellfish
at thc farm start as
lawae, or "seed,!'


