
pany is now run by Justin’s sons, Bill 
and Paul, and his son-in-law, Jeff 
Pearson.  This family business has 
grown a great deal over the last cen-
tury.  The company combines a long 
history of experience with modern 
technology to create state-of-the-art 
farms, production facilities and qual-
ity monitoring systems.  The Taylors 
also take great pride in their strong 
environmental ethic.  They work hard 
to protect water quality in Puget 
Sound to ensure a high quality prod-
uct and equal opportunities for future 
generations of shellfish growers.  “It 
isn’t so much our business; my big-
gest concern is watching Puget 
Sound go downhill, and knowing that 
shellfish can be a cure,” says Justin 
Taylor.  “The potential here in Puget 
Sound is just mind boggling, and it 
(shellfish farming) would help the 
water.” 

     The Taylor family has been in-
volved in the shellfish industry here 
in Puget Sound since the 1880’s, 
when J.Y. Waldrip began harvesting 
the native Olympia oyster.  He later 
became part-owner of the Olympia 
Oyster Company.   This ownership 
was lost due to pollution from a 
local pulp mill, with the next gen-
eration focusing more on timber and 
cattle. 
     After the death of Eugene Taylor 
his sons, Justin Taylor and the late 
Edwin Taylor, took reins of the fam-
ily business in the late 1960’s.  They 
put more emphasis on growing 
shellfish.  It was at this time that the 
Taylor Shellfish Company was 
born.  Over the years they increased 
the area of their tidelands and began 
to grow a greater variety of shell-
fish.  Their efforts formed the 
groundwork for what the company 

has become today. “Some peo-
ple like to climb mountains, I 
kind of went the other way and 
I like to walk on mud flats,” 
says Justin Taylor. 
     The Taylor Shellfish Com-

     The name geoduck comes from 
the Nisqually Indian term “gwe-
duk,” meaning “dig-deep.”  This 
name is quite appropriate as they 
use their foot to burrow them-
selves 2-3 feet below the substrate.  
The geoduck is native to the north-
west and their range stretches 
from Alaska down to Baja, Cali-
fornia.  Though geoduck are gen-
erally harvested at an average age 
of five to six years commercially, 
in the wild they can live over 100 
years.  So far, the oldest dated 

geoduck shell 
came from British 
Columbia and was 
168 years old.  However, they 
generally reach their full size by 
the time they are about 15 years 
old.   
     Geoduck were harvested by 
tribes prior to European settle-
ment in Puget Sound,  and have 
been harvested by divers since 
1970; however commercial 
geoduck farming is relatively 
new; it has only been taking 
place since the early 1990’s.  

Geoduck gener-
ally reproduce in 
the spring time 
(April-May ).  

They are stimulated to spawn  due to 
increased water temperatures, and 
increased plankton blooms.  These 
conditions can be created in a hatch-
ery environment as well; this is the 
method used in commercial hatcher-
ies.  At this point the males release 
sperm and the females release eggs 
into the water, where fertilization 
occurs.  (continued on page 3) 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W  
T H A T . . .  

• The Taylor family 

has been involved in 
the shellfish industry 
for over 100 years! 

• Taylor Shellfish is 

the largest producer 
of Manila Clams in 
the U.S. 

• Taylor Shellfish pro-

duces a greater vari-
ety of shellfish than 
any other shellfish 
grower. 

• Taylor Shellfish is 

one of the few re-
maining producers of 
the  native Olympia 
Oyster 

Left: Adult 

Geoduck on the 

sand after harvest. 
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-Each adult 

geoduck filters 

about 30 gallons 

of water per day, 

removing nitrogen 

and phosphorus 

from the water. 

Bill Dewey 

Geoduck Farming; Good for the Economy  
and the Environment 

Congratulations Bill Dewey: NOAA Environmental Hero 2008 
     Taylor’s very own Bill 
Dewey received the NOAA 
Environmental Hero 2008 
award for his thousands of vol-
unteer hours over the last two 
decades.  His efforts have 
helped develop and implement 
public policy that protects water 
quality, marine resources and 
supports sustainable aquacul-
ture.  The awards were estab-
lished in 1995 to commemorate 
Earth Day by honoring volun-
teers who help NOAA carry out 

its mission.  (To understand 
and predict changes in 
Earth’s environment and 
conserve and manage 
coastal and marine re-
sources to meet our nation’s 
economic, social and envi-
ronmental needs.)   
     Bill Dewey is a shellfish 
biologist by training and 
has been a shellfish farmer 
for over 27 years.  “Bill is 
an unwavering steward for 
marine resources.  His long-

term commitment to improving 
cooperation among scientists, 
marine resource managers, 
aquaculture producers, and 
stakeholders has led to a better 
understanding of the critical role 
aquaculture plays in the U.S. 
seafood supply and the restora-
tion of marine species,” said 
Michael Rubino, NOAA’s 
Aquaculture Program Manager.  
Congratulations, Bill, you de-
serve it. 
 

per day as they feed on mi-
croscopic algae.  In doing 
so, they remove nitrogen 
and phosphorus from the 
water.  This also improves 
water clarity, allowing more 
sunlight to penetrate, which 
promotes growth of other 
plants such as eel grass; 
important habitat for 
salmon and other aquatic 
creatures.  Studies have also 
shown that shellfish beds 
actually increase species 
abundance and diversity.  
Not only are these creatures 

     Geoduck improve the 
environment in which they 
live.  They require very 
clean water, so geoduck 
farmers play an important 

role as environ-
mental stewards, 
monitoring the 
water quality and 
promoting water 
quality aware-
ness programs.  
In addition, each 
adult geoduck 
filters about 30 
gallons of water 

beneficial to our environment, 
but they also create good-paying 
jobs for people in small, rural 
areas.  In Pacific County, shell-
fish culture represents 
the single largest private 
employer and in Mason 
County it is second. Workers 

harvest 
adult 

geoduck 
for  

Taylor 
Farms. 

L O W  T I D E  L O W D O W N  

Left: Geoduck tubes 

planted carefully around 

eel grass in North Bay. 

Right: Geoduck farm on 

Henderson Inlet after 

tubes have been re-

moved. 

A basket of 

harvested 

geoduck 




